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Co-operatives East Annual General Meeting  

Minutes of Meeting 

held at the Palace House, Palace Street, Newmarket

Thursday 27th  September 2007

Present

Hilary Sutton, Woodcraft Folk

Malcolm Wallace, Chelmsford Star

Roy Hilsley, Chelmsford Star

Rod Lemka, Chelmsford Star

Matt Thubron, Rainbow Saver Anglia Credit Union Ltd

Bill Knowles, First Question Co-operative Ltd

Alison Davies Essex Savers net Credit Union Ltd

Andy Syrett, Co-operative Bank

Austen Cordasco, Co-operative Assistance Network

Joe Gluza, Co-operative Group

Norman Rides, The Social Enterprise People

Pam Walker, East of England Co-operative Society (Chair)

Sally Chicken, Ipswich and Suffolk Credit Union Ltd (Minutes)

Lyn Briant, Daily Bread

Mark Ashton, Daily  Bread

Tony Warren, Bedford Credit Union Ltd 

Andrew Hibbert, Co-operative and Community Finance

Trevor Lockwood, Felixstowe Radio

Peter Cockerton, Delta -T Devices Ltd

Peter Durrant, Humberstone Networkers

Sandy Martin, Guest

Michele Rigby, SEEE (Social Enterprise, East of England)

Apologies  

Paul Cranfield, Co-operative Group

Gill Miller-Willis, Woodcraft Folk

John Goodman, Co-operatives UK 


Ranjit Singh, Co-operative Group 

Hetty Selwyn






Peter Doyle, Bedford Credit Union Ltd


Ann Fox, Ipswich Ripple 




Ashley Cooke, Anglia Ruskin University

Andy Brady, Anglia Ruskin University

Ken Smith, Co-operative Bank

Report from the Chair

Pam Walker, Chair, welcomed those attending the first Annual General Meeting of Co-operatives East, and introduced the guest speaker, Michele Rigby.  

Pam proposed a vote of thanks for Ken Smith for his support and assistance in getting the group active, and Forest Heath District Council for their kind permission to use the lovely venue, the vote was unanimously passed.

Pam told the meeting that sharing best practice and networking is seen as a key benefit of Co-operatives East, with a key aim of Co-operatives UK being “Co-operatives co-operate” so it gave her great pleasure to see the diversity of organisations attending the AGM.

Pam presented the report of the committee, reviewing the progress of the group from its informal start to the culmination in today’s General Meeting. The official launch of Co-operatives East was held on 13th June 2007 and attended by 35 delegates representing co-operatives in the eastern region. Pam announced that the Co-operatives East regional flyer was available in draft form for the meeting to view.

The Steering Group formed and started the task of updating the list of co-operatives in the east, inviting them to join and start spreading the proposed Co-operatives East structure and focus. Co-operatives East joined SEEE as a regional umbrella group and Pam Walker has been elected to the SEEE Board.

The committee sees its main task for the first year as gaining funding in order to drive forward the voice of the co-operative and mutual sector in the region. 

Treasurer’s Report

Andy Syrett introduced himself as the Treasurer of the committee, and made his report.

The financial year for Co-operatives East ended 31/3/07. 

There being very little funding during the steering group phase, there was little to report in transactions or financial activity. As host locations took on the cost of hosting meetings and refreshments, and there was no budget for travel costs, there were no outgoings. 

There had been a successful transfer of funds from Anglia Co-operative Education.

Co-operative Group had made a grant to the group.

Thus the funds received totalled £1,787 and there had been no expenditure from this fund up to the end of the financial year.

Funding news:

As the group was the official successor to the former Eastern Region Co-operative Council, Co-operatives UK is supporting Co-operatives East effort to reclaim minor residual funds.

Andy reported that since year end, the funds had largely been used to launch Co-operatives East. A grant of £3,500 had been offered by the Co-operative Group, although not yet received. This grant is intended to produce the Regional Brochure for the eastern region and establish the regional database with Co-operatives UK, develop a business plan and conduct meetings.

A further grant application is to be made shortly for a further £9,000 to the Co-operative Group.

The meeting voted unanimously to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

Election of Management Committee of Co-operatives East

The task of the AGM is to elect the committee that is to be the replacement of the steering group: the Management Committee of Co-operatives East

Nominations have been received from:

Norman Rides, The Social Enterprise People

Austen Cordasco, Co-operative Assistance Network

Joe Gluza, Co-operative Group

Pam Walker, East of England Co-operative Society 

Sally Chicken, Ipswich and Suffolk Credit Union Ltd

Paul Cranfield, The Co-operative Group, Central and Eastern Region

Andy Syrett, Co-operative Bank

Gill Miller, Woodcraft Folk

There being no more nominations than posts available, the meeting agreed to elect all en bloc with no votes against.

The meeting enjoyed an address by Michele Rigby, SEEE and an interactive discussion carousel about the needs and wants of co-operatives and mutuals in the Easter Region.

The next member’s meeting is 7th February 2008 at the Co-op Education Centre, Ipswich at 12.30 for 1.15pm



